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November 17, 2011 
  
Hello St. Mary Families! 
  

If the only prayer you said in your whole life was,  
"thank you," that would suffice. 

 
~Meister Eckhart 



  
Oh what a great week so far!  Our students are collecting 
for the Thanksgiving Food drive, and for stockings for our 
soldiers, the boxes are pretty empty, so don’t forget to 
bring in items from the list!  I watched as Macbeth came 
alive in one of our classrooms, I saw students taking tests, 
answering math problems, checking homework, and 
writing poetry!!   What fun it is to learn at St. Mary 
School!  
  
The students at St. Mary School just got their report 
cards for first quarter and many made the Honor Roll, the 
honor roll list will be put in the envelope for all to see.  
We also have many former students who have made the 
honor roll at Fenwick; we will be posting their 
information this week.  We really do have brilliant 
children. 
  
Next week is Thanksgiving, so there will be no Thursday 
letter …. So I must let you all know how thankful I am for 
each and every one of you!  There was no mass scheduled 
for Tuesday before Thanksgiving, so we are going to try to 
do a little prayer service to let our children have an 
opportunity to give thanks here at school.  It will be at 
2:00 PM in the Parish Center, and the children will be 
dismissed directly afterwards.  So stop in and join us, 
parents and families are always welcome! 
  
  
Information: 
  

•      PIE meeting has been changed, and it will be 
Monday, the 21st of November at 7:00 PM in the 



Oak Room Lounge.  
  

•      Another change to dismissal!  Every student will be 
dismissed out the Parish Center doors starting 
Monday, December 5, 2011.  We will be blocking off 
the Church parking lot on Herrick Road, so 
children can be dismissed safely in that lot.  You 
can still drive up and pick them up along Herrick 
Road or park in the Parish Center parking lot on 
Burlington Avenue and walk over to pick them up.  
We are trying hard to find the safest way possible 
to dismiss all our children, so we appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter. 
  

  
•      All parents are invited to view an art website, 

www.artsonia.com, where Mrs. Johnson has loaded 
all your children’s art for you to see.  To view this, 
you need to register with the website.  If you have 
trouble getting the security code, simply email Mrs. 
Johnson, johnsonc@stmaryschool.net, and she will 
get it to you!  Instructions are given when you 
register. 

  
This is a great opportunity to see your child’s art, 
and is an automatic fundraiser for us!!! 
 When you order any product with your child’s 
artwork on it, 15% goes directly to St. Mary School 
for art supplies.  Also, there are contests, fan clubs, 
and a spot for comments.  You will also be able to 
keep track of what we are doing in art class, as it 
keeps track of all your child has done in class … 
this way, even if the original gets ruined, you can 



get a copy of it!!  Wow, Mrs. Johnson is good, and 
this helps you stay on top of what she is doing with 
your children during class! 

  
I know you will check this website out, and I hope 
you enjoy it as much as other families that are 
already using it now do! 
  

•      The 9:00 AM mass on Thanksgiving morning will 
have our very own children’s choir performing, I 
hope you get to mass early, so you get seats, as I 
am sure everyone will be there. 
  

•      Our Christmas Boutique is coming together so 
nicely, the women putting it together are just 
amazing, so let’s all be sure to mark our calendars 
for Friday, December 2nd to stop in and share the 
holiday spirit and buy some fun items.  Someone 
has remained behind the scenes in all this, and I 
really think we need to acknowledge her; Julia 
Mosbrook of Mosbrook Designs out did herself by 
putting together flyers, invitations, and generating 
beautiful ideas!  She has been extremely generous 
and has donated her time as well as the efforts of 
her company without anyone really realizing all 
that she is doing. Her work is beautiful and has 
been extremely generous, so we thank  Julia as she 
has donated many wonderful creative things to 
Saint Mary – You are truly a blessing! 

  
There will also be some items raffled off … we 
already have some really terrific items, but we need 
more.  If you have anything that you think would 



be good, or some good ideas, please email Mrs. 
Navarro at bartznavarro@hotmail.com or turn in 
your donations at the school office in an envelope 
labeled “Holiday Boutique Auction” and we’ll be 
sure to get the item or idea to Mrs. Navarro! 
  
Once the items are all collected, we will start a Pre-
Bid option via email.  More information to come 
regarding that!  
  

•      The Riverside Junior Woman’s Charity is 
sponsoring a Breakfast with Santa on Saturday, 
December 10th.  We are putting the flyer on our 
website, so look for it there.  If you have any 
question about this community event, you can 
contact Mrs. Charlotte Zia at ziaclan@sbcglobal.net 
or at 708-917-6226. 

  
•      Christmas Music Concert is being changed 

from Thursday, the 15th of December, to Tuesday, 
the 13th of December.  Due to some scheduling 
conflicts we must change the date.  It will still be 
here at St. Mary School in the Parish Center at 
6:00 PM.  Looking forward to hearing the children 
sing, as I know they do it so well!  

  
Reminders: 
  

•      Friday, November 18 is the last day to register for 
the Catholic high school test prep class. We will 
cover all sections of the test, tips for each type of 
question, and test anxiety reduction strategies. If 
there are any questions, please contact Bridget 



Watson at 708-473-4307 or at 
roadrunnerb2@aol.com. 

  
•      Don’t forget your Poinsettias!  They are still on sale 

this week thru Friday, so get your orders in!  
  

•      Photos retakes are next Tuesday, the 22nd, so get 
gussied up and make it count this time! If you need 
a photo retake, please return the entire package of 
pictures from your first photo session.  The same 
package that you originally ordered will be printed 
with the new image.  For those of you, who didn’t 
take a photo, just come ready to smile and get an 
order form from the school office!  
  

•      Join us for the Christmas party to benefit St. Mary 
School on Saturday, December 3, 2011 at 7:30 PM.  
This year the festivities will be hosted by a St. 
Mary family, so check out the website for details.  
  

•      Parents of Little Ones, P.O.L.O., is still running 
every Wednesday, so let your neighbors know that 
we have this great opportunity for young children 
right here at St. Mary School!  Call our school office 
for more information!! 
  

I thank you all for allowing us to teach your children, and 
for supporting the teachers and staff here at St. Mary 
School day-in and day-out.  I thank God for all the 
blessings He has given me.  I am constantly reminded of 
His goodness and care.  Help me to always be thankful 
and ready to share what has been given to me, so that all 
people might know the everlasting love and kindness 



Jesus has given me.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone, enjoy 
the time with your family and friends, as they are 
blessings, even when we don’t realize it! 
  
Peace, 
  
Ms. Diane M. Simonaitis 
Principal 
St. Mary School 
 
 
  
 	
  



	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  



	
  


