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December 1, 2011 
  

One good wish changes nothing ….  
One good decision changes everything! 

~~ Anonymous 
 
 Hello St. Mary Families! 
  
I trust everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and 
enjoyed the days off from school, as I know I did!  Now we 



are back for three weeks and have so much to do to finish 
off 2011.  This week the 8th graders took the EXPLORE 
test, our 4th graders are learning about graphs and charts, 
and our 2nd graders are practicing for the Christmas 
Concert with some rockin’ tunes!  As I say every week, 
what a great place to learn! 
  
I mentioned in my last letter that there is going to be a 
change in the Christmas Concert, as a reminder, it is now 
going to be Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 PM.  I 
know I had initially said 6:00, but some parents were 
concerned about getting here in time, so we are altering 
the start time just a little. Looking forward to seeing you 
here! 
  
Student News: 
  
Wow!  Our students have been making the rounds to 
different high schools applying their skills in science and 
math!  A big shout out to the teachers who sponsor them, 
as without them, none of this would be possible!     
  

•      20 eighth graders participated in the “36th Annual 
Fenwick High School Science Contest.”  We placed 
8th out of 25 schools!!  Congratulations to the 
following students: Ben C, Charles C, Nerija C, 
Anthony D, Clare D, Dylan G, Ryan J, Theresa M, 
Kate S, Alexa Z, Arriana A, Mark B, Kim B, John 
H, Natalia J, Brendan J, Lukas K, Chloe M, Riley 
M, and Amanda M.  Great job ladies and 
gentlemen! 

•      10 students, from sixth, seventh, and eighth grades 
participated in the Fenwick High School Math 



contest …. They said it was hard, but they learned 
a lot!  Congratulations to: Arriana A, Charles C, 
Dylan G, Alexa Z, Amy K, Daniel M, Michael S, 
Cesar E, Mario S, and Jack V.  Keep up the hard 
work! 

•      6 eighth grade students participated in the 
Nazareth Academy Math Contest … again, lots of 
hard work, but time well spent.  Congratulations 
to: Arriana A, Charles C, Theresa M, Riley M, 
Connor O, and Anna S.  So proud of you, as these 
contests are tough! 

   
Information: 
  

•      Progress Reports will be posted to Edline today 
after school.   

  
•       Another Spirit Day is upon us!  On December 9th at 

the girls’ basketball game, pizza and soda will be 
sold as well as passes to wear jerseys to school!  
Any sporting jersey you have is great way to show 
your team spirit, maybe it’s the Bears? Or the 
Cubs? Maybe the Sox?  And maybe you’ll wear the 
best jersey of all representing the best team in the 
whole world …. The St. Mary Spartan jersey!!!!  
We’d love to see your spirit, so come to the game 
and wear your jersey!  From what I’ve seen St. 
Mary students have a lot of spirit, so come on out 
and support the young ladies while they play!  We 
will let you know what day the jerseys can be worn, 
more to come on that! 
  
  



•      We are in desperate need of envelope stuffers!  If 
you can volunteer every Thursday morning to help 
us get the envelopes stuffed, we’d really appreciate 
it!  We’ll greet you with a smile, and you’ll be the 
first to know what’s going on for the week!  Please 
let the school office know if you can volunteer your 
time.  Thank you in advance for your generosity in 
helping us with this!  
  

•      Two new items on the school website: Both items 
are listed on the front page of our website under 
latest news. 

  
o   Advent Reflection on the front page- click on 

wreath and it will bring you to Advent 
Reflection page. 

o   The Fall edition of e-News, the students 
electronic newspaper, is up and running on 
 the website. “Activities” e-news. The school 
newspaper is one of the things the computer 
club does 3 x’s a year.  

  
Reminders: 
  

•      Remember, on Monday, December 5th, we are 
changing the dismissal procedures.  We are posting 
a diagram of the procedure on our website to better 
assist you in understanding what it will look like.  
This is something we are going to try for the 
children’s safety, if it doesn’t work, we’ll try 
something different.  Thanks for your cooperation. 
  

•      When you are submitting a check to our office, it is 



imperative that you put the check in an envelope 
of some kind and clearly mark that envelope telling 
the office what the money is for:  for Manna, for 
tuition, for a fund raiser, for …?   

  
•      Yearbooks!  If you have not already done so, please 

order your yearbook the deadline is fast 
approaching.  Order forms can be found on the St. 
Mary website … please, please submit your photos 
to IMAGESHARE on the website the more photos 
the better!  
  

•      Don’t forget our Holiday Boutique is tomorrow from 
5:00 to 9:00 PM in the Parish Center!  It’s going to 
be lots of fun, hope to see you here! 

 
Manna News from Mrs. K:  

•  Is everyone in full swing with all the Christmas shopping?  Don't 
forget only 2 order weeks left for manna. 

  

A bit of housekeeping as far as manna goes-  
1. orders are due on Mondays by 9am of that order week otherwise they are  
held over till the next week. 

2.  every family did receive a username and password for the scrip website- 
this is the BEST way to order your certificates.  Even though there is a 
printable order form on the school website, those orders must be manually 
put in and if I don't get them by Monday morning when I pick up the stuff 
from school they may get missed and not put in that week.  

3. PLEASE, PLEASE- when sending your payment in through school I 
beg you to attach it to a printed receipt and place the order # on your 
check and then put it in an envelope that is clearly marked MANNA 
attn: Cathy Kaz or place it in your manna pouch. I have been getting 
random checks with no receipt or order number on them and 
although I do appreciate that you are using the program- the orders 
are up over $10,000 it's a lot of paper work to handle. So for my on 
sanity and the safety of your payment please write an order # on it 



and label it so the office knows where it goes. 
 

OK here goes... Weekly tip #6:  very important for your next couple of weeks 
orders- the company is offering "special promotions" and the kick back is a 
larger percentage so check that out on the website.  And remember- you must 
eat and you must buy gas for your car (and soon our snow blowers) order 
those cards- the holidays will be here before you know it.   

Questions? call Cathy Kaz (708) 485-5746 or campkaz@ameritech.net 

I hope everyone is doing well, and adjusting to the cold weather.  Advent has 
begun and with it a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the 
celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas!  Advent is a spiritual 
season of preparation before Christmas so let’s remember to take the time to 
prepare in more than just shopping, gift giving, and party celebrations, but in 
the true meaning of Christmas by listening to the gospel and watching for the 
coming of Jesus with attentive and expectant hearts. We are role models for 
our children, and the behaviors and priorities we set, become theirs as well, 
so remember, the children are watching and mimicking all that we do and 
say.  Show them what the true meaning of Christmas is as you prepare for 
the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Bundle up and stay warm! 

Peace, 

 

Ms. Diane M. Simonaitis 

Principal 

St. Mary School 
 
 
  
  
  



 

 

 

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



The	
  following	
  graduates	
  of	
  St.	
  Mary	
  School	
  were	
  named	
  to	
  the	
  honor	
  roll	
  at	
  their	
  respective	
  high	
  
schools:	
  
	
  
Immaculate	
  Conception	
  
Karla	
  Otiz	
  –	
  High	
  Honors	
  	
  
	
  
Trinity	
  	
  
	
  
First	
  Honors	
   	
   	
   	
   Second	
  Honors	
  
Nikole	
  Crane	
   	
   	
   	
   Paula	
  Marquez	
  
Selena	
  Gonzalez	
   	
   	
   Kelli	
  McElligott	
  
Grace	
  Lattner	
   	
   	
   	
   Hannah	
  Spohnholtz	
  
Colleen	
  Lee	
   	
   	
   	
   Natalia	
  Valdes	
  
Danielle	
  Lovero	
  
Emma	
  Mosbrook	
  
Jacqueline	
  Mota	
  
Magdalena	
  O’Connor	
  
Tiffany	
  Ortega	
  
Amelija	
  Siliunas	
  
Sarrah	
  Spohnholtz	
  
	
  
Nazareth	
  	
  

A	
  Honor	
  Roll	
   	
   	
   	
   B	
  Honor	
  Roll	
  
Adam	
  Abbasi	
   	
   	
   	
   Haley	
  Croney	
  
Tony	
  Calles	
   	
   	
   	
   Joe	
  Hubert	
  
Andrew	
  Golniewicz	
   	
   	
   Justin	
  Krysinksi	
  
Hillary	
  Ray	
   	
   	
   	
   Nicole	
  Tomasello	
  
Lindsey	
  Torphy	
   	
   	
   	
   Tyler	
  Tomasello	
  
Gerardo	
  Valdivieso	
  
Clement	
  Wink	
  
Sarah	
  Wozniak	
  
	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  


