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November 10, 2011 
  
Hello St. Mary Families, 
  

Form good habits.  They’re as hard to break as bad ones! 
  
This feels like such a short week, with only a half day of 
school on Thursday and having Friday off …. I guess it 
really is a short week, and doesn’t just feel like it!   Even 



though, there is a lot going on!  
  
We have just hired a new aide to be in the third grade 
classroom with Miss Mayer, so let’s welcome her with the 
same enthusiasm you welcomed me!  She hails from MI, 
and has her teaching degree from Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, Ohio!   Mrs. Oller is eager to dive in and 
work with the third graders --- Welcome Mrs. Oller!! 
  
A few weeks ago, I informed you that a child had been 
pushed from the slide on our playground.  It has since 
come to my attention that it was not a push, but more a 
situation of one student going up the slide the wrong way 
and another trying to come down the slide in the correct 
way and of course someone was hurt.  I tell you this 
simply to remind you that only Pre-Schoolers and 
Kindergarteners are allowed on the playground 
equipment and you must be present with them and 
watching them to ensure the equipment is being used 
appropriately.  It saddens me when children are hurt, and 
it saddens me more when the situation could have been 
prevented.  Please watch your children on the playground 
equipment, and remind them of playing appropriately. 
  
Over the weekend our 8th graders received a medal to 
remind them of their commitment to becoming adults in 
the church thru Confirmation, and our 2nd graders had a 
prayer service to receive their Reconciliation books.  All 
our students are blessings, and being witness to them as 
strong Catholics brings me great pride as they grow in 
their faith and receive the sacraments.  Thank you 
parents for sending us your children and allowing us to 
participate not only in their growth academically, but 



more importantly, spiritually! 
  
  
Student News:  
  

•      On November 3, 2011, ten St. Mary students 
participated in Nazareth Academy's 8th Grade 
Scholastic Bowl!!  Our two teams were comprised of	
  

Conor C., Ben C., Shannon F., Chloe M., 
Amanda M., Connor O., Anna S., Kate S., 
Anna S., and Alexa Z.	
  

who competed against twelve teams from seven 
neighboring Catholic schools.  Our students 
accurately answered questions with lightning speed 
in each of the following categories: Science, 
Mathematics (Algebra and Geometry), Social 
Studies, Language Arts (Literature, Grammar, and 
Vocabulary), Fine Arts, Performing Arts, and 
General Information. 	
  
 	
  
What a proud moment for all of us here at St. Mary 
School, they represented us well in this fun, yet 
educational event!  The students, as always, are 
supported by their teachers, Mrs. Pavilonis, and 
Mrs. Pedryc, so we must congratulate them also, in 
their efforts and commitment to the students every 
day!  	
  

  
•      Water Polo and St. Mary students!   Four of our 

very own 8th graders participated in a national 
water polo tournament in Indiana this past 
weekend!  Congratulations are in order for Clare 
D., Shannon F., Theresa M., and Anna S.!  They 



played many teams from all over the country and 
while they came in to the tournament 12th in the 
nation, they placed 6th this weekend!!  These young 
ladies deserve a round of applause, as I am sure 
they worked hard, played harder, and were good 
sports!  They ended the season on a high note.  
Good job Clare, Shannon, Theresa, and Anna!!  

  
Information: 
  

•      Culver’s Fundraiser:  The St. Mary Culver's 
fundraiser is on Tuesday, November 22nd!  Come on 
out and show your school pride as you munch on a 
Butter Burger and eat some Cheese Curds!  It’s a 
great opportunity to get out and enjoy a good meal 
while supporting St. Mary School! 

  
•      Riverside Police news: "Seeing Some Compliance 

with the Laws" -- On October 26, 2011 Riverside 
Police Department continued its Intensified 
Enforcement Program targeting the area around 
RB High School. Officers were watching for seat 
belt use, speeding and cell phone use within a 
school zone; three citations were issued. This is a 
reduction in violations during this same time in 
2010. The police department is hoping drivers are 
beginning to regulate themselves. "SLOW IT 
DOWN!"  

  
•      Magnets: The Preview magnets that were sent 

home in October are not yours to keep if you did not 
purchase them … it is imperative that you bring in 



the magnets or pay the $6.00 for it.  Please, please 
put the money or the magnet in an envelope, 
clearly marking your child’s name and room 
number on before Friday, the 11th. Parents bring 
them in with you at conferences; we will have a box 
in the office for them! 
  

•      Student Representatives at Mass:  On Monday, 
our 4th graders will be receiving a permission slip to 
be filled out by both you and the children!  Please 
read the slip carefully, as we will be depending on 
those children and families that do sign up to be at 
mass. 

 	
  
Reminders:	
  
 	
  

•      Manna News:  Manna express is underway- we 
almost sold out! Great Job St. Mary families. We 
will be boosting up inventory this week-especially 
because they will be sold at parent teacher 
conferences all evening; bring your check book.   

  
Weekly tip #1- don’t wait for the inventory at the end 
of the week-although it is convenient, we don't hold 
nearly as much as is available on line.  So log on the 
‘scrip’ website and order those cards. If you forget, 
then you can purchase them on Friday.  Remember 
only 6 more order weeks until Christmas and only 2 
more until Thanksgiving so get those grocery cards, 
and maybe you can pick up an extra one to give to the 
local food pantry for holiday dinners?!?!  Question call 
or email- Happy shopping!  Cathy Kaz  

  



•      Photo re-take day: November 22nd for students 
in 2 day Pre-school, anyone absent on the original 
day, and any student that did not have an order on 
the original day.  Students should come to school on 
that day prepared for the photos. 
  

•      Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast:  Don’t forget to 
join us on Sunday, the 13th for a delicious pancake 
breakfast made for us by the Boy Scouts!  It starts 
at 7:30 AM and goes until 1:00 PM, so come on by 
and enjoy!! 

  
Rush, rush, rush, I feel that is all that we do now at this 
time of year!  I stopped this morning and knelt by my 
bedside and prayed.  I really prayed that our children 
would grow up never knowing what it is to have to go to 
war, or to lose a father, mother, brother, sister, aunt or 
uncle to a battle in a country far, far away.  God watches 
us, even when we don’t think He is, so let Him embrace 
you and comfort you at all times.  Slow down and feel 
God’s warmth, and all things will be good.  Enjoy this long 
weekend and make time to thank our Veterans for 
fighting for our freedoms … God Bless the United States 
of America! 
  
Peace, 
  
Ms. Diane M. Simonaitis 
Principal 
 
 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  


