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October 13, 2011 
  
Hello St. Mary Families! 
  
Christians are supposed not merely to endure change, nor 
even to profit by it, but to cause it.  

  
Harry Emerson Fosdick 

  
Somehow the weeks are flying by and I cannot believe we 
are already 8 weeks in, and still the children are excited 
and eager to learn!  The pep rally was fantastic last 
week!   As I said to the students, I watch daily how they 



are challenged academically, and I have witnessed their 
devotion to the church and prayer, but watching them at 
the pep rally was awesome for different reasons!  The idea 
that these students from Kindergarten to 8th grade can 
cheer for and support one another is fantastic … it really 
is one great big family here, and I am so happy to be part 
of this.  It’s true what they say, that we learn so much 
from our peers and seek their approval, and as the 
children were recognized either in cheerleading, football, 
or soccer, everyone was excited to be part of this.  I don’t 
know that I’ve been part of such an excited group of 
children in a long time, and it truly moved me! 
  
We have the capabilities to email blast everyone now!!!  
How exciting!  We will use the ‘blast’ sparingly though, so 
you are not overwhelmed with emails from us.  Please, 
don’t send us information that you want ‘blasted’ unless it 
is urgent school information!  A test email blast will be 
coming your way this week, so if you do not get one, let us 
know via email (vrablikj@stmaryschool.net), so we can 
then have a ‘good’ email address from you.  Every 
Thursday, you will be getting an email from us with my 
weekly letter attached and a link to the website so you 
can see the entire ‘Thursday envelope’ content.  Thank 
you for your assistance with this, as we really do want to 
be sure everyone is getting the email blasts we send out. 
  
Classroom News: 
  
One of our fundraisers this year was the Magazine Drive 
and boy did our students take this seriously!!!  We sold 
871 magazine subscriptions!!  What impressed me most 
was that our 6th grade classrooms really stepped up to the 



plate and sold, sold, sold … our first place class was Mrs. 
Keehn’s room with a total of 106 sold and second place 
was Mrs. Lachowicz at a whopping 99 sold!!  Between the 
two 6th grade classrooms, they sold 24% of our total 
magazine subscriptions … awesome!!! Mrs. Keehn’s room 
will be having a pizza party to celebrate their hard work 
… yummy.  Good work everyone, and especially to Mrs. 
Keehn’s room and Mrs. Lachowicz’s room … good job! 
  
Information: 
  

•      I’ve noticed a few dogs on campus at the end of the 
day and in the morning.  Please do not bring your 
pet to school when picking up your children, in 
order to ensure everyone’s safety it is best if all pets 
are left at home.  The school is chaotic at the end of 
the day, and even the friendliest pet can get 
agitated and nervous around so many children and 
people.  Thank you for your consideration in this 
matter. 

  
•      Flyers have come out regarding the St. Mary Test 

Prep class for 8th graders …. We have extended this 
offer to our counterparts in the Religious Education 
Program in hopes that every child here at St. Mary 
Parish has the same opportunities to excel in 
whatever high school they choose.  This is a great 
opportunity for our students to get some test prep 
time in before they test for high school.  Our classes 
here at St. Mary afford our children a fully 
rounded, very challenging experience, so our 
students have what it takes to do well in high 
school with or without this class.  This test prep 



class is just that, a refresher course to help give the 
students a little extra confidence.   It is certainly 
not mandatory or even required; we are just 
offering it to those students who would like a 
refresher on some basic skills.  

  
•      It has come to my attention that not all our children 

like to ‘dress up’ for Halloween …. I can completely 
understand this, as I respect each child’s right to be 
an individual and to do what makes them most 
comfortable.  That being said, I would like to 
retract part of my Halloween message from last 
week when I said, "........it is in fact a costume and 
not just a pair of jeans and a sweatshirt."    If your 
child does not want to put on a costume for 
Halloween, then I shall respect that and if jeans 
and a sweatshirt are what they feel comfortable 
wearing, then it shall be so.  I hope lots of children 
and teachers are moved to ‘dress up’ though, as I 
love to see the creativity and ingenuity some people 
use when deciding what to be for Halloween. More 
to come on the parties and parade. 
  

•      Please be sure to check your child’s homework 
depot, there is so much you can learn about what is 
going on in class.   You just have to go thru the St. 
Mary Website and click on ‘Homework Depot’, and 
in some cases the teacher has put the ‘exciting’ 
things on their webpage under ‘Classroom News’, 
so be sure to check that out too!  The teachers try 
very hard to keep those up to date, so be patient 
with them, as they have lots to do! 
  



•      Dismissal is changing … many people have 
expressed concern about the number of children 
that leave out the ‘link’ doors, so we have decided to 
go back to the old way we used to do it, to see how 
this works.  We will be dismissing the 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th grades out the E doors, next to the Parish 
Center attached to the ‘old’ building, right next to 
the door they come in every morning, and the rest 
of the students will still come out the ‘link’ doors, 
the doors everyone has been coming out so far this 
year.  We will be starting this Monday, October 17, 
2011.  We will see how it works, and if we have to 
‘tweak’ it we will.  Thanks to all the parents for 
your input, it is appreciated.    
  

•      We have a Box Top program here at St. Mary, and 
everyone can participate!  Last year we had a very 
successful year raising a total of $1571!  There are 
so many things we can do with that kind of money; 
I’d love to see us raise even more this year if we 
can!  The money goes towards school programs, 
activities and supplies for St. Mary School … and 
since we are doing so very much this year in raising 
the bar, there are many things we can purchase.  
Please read the flyer on our website and print the 
page for the Box Top Collection sheet which will 
make it so much easier to collect them and bring 
them in to school!  Let’s see if we can’t beat last 
year’s total!!!!  I say we can! : ) 
  

•      Fenwick is having a grade school night on October 
14th in the Field House.  Everyone is invited to 
watch some amazing Volleyball!!  The Friars will 



play their rivals from Marist! It will be a double 
celebration, as they will be celebrating senior night 
as well as grade school night!   So help them 
celebrate their sensational seniors, some of whom 
are alumni from here, as well as get a feel for the 
spirit of the school!  Check out the flyer on our 
website. 
  
  
Reminders: 
  

•      The Mexican Dancers, who dance to raise money for 
an orphanage in Mexico, are coming on Wednesday, 
October 19th in the Parish Center!  I hope you can 
come join us in this celebration of dance.  We do 
have to change the time, originally we thought it 
would start at 1:45, but instead it will begin at 
1:30.   We hope to see you here! 
  

•      If you are interested in a School Directory, contact 
Christine O’Connor at (708) 443.5588.  If you would 
like one, you can make a check out for $20.00 to 
P.I.E.  It’s a great way to stay connected to many of 
the families here at St. Mary School. 
  

•      Next week our 6th graders will be going to the Field 
Museum, and our Kindergartners to the Palos 
Children’s Farm!  I hope both groups have 
beautifully sunny days.  
  

•      Monday our 8th graders will be having the high 
school recruiters here to talk to them in the 
morning about the different schools.  This year we 



will also be having an evening recruitment for 
students and parents on Wednesday, October 26th.  
Please come hear what each of the high schools is 
offering!  The students from our Religious 
Education Program, will also be invited as we want 
to be sure every 8th grader and his/her parents in 
the Parish are offered the same opportunities!  
Hard to believe it is just October and we are 
already thinking about high school!  They sure do 
grow up fast! 
  

•      Wednesday, October 19th is Pizza Day!  
  
  

A great big thank you to a one of our own, Mrs. Veverka, 
she is tireless in her commitment to not only our students, 
but to the teachers and of course to our website.  Mrs. 
Veverka has so kindly added the information for the 
Cultural Arts Program at St. Mary School to the 
webpage.  The Cultural Arts Program nurtures the artist 
in every child from Kindergarten thru sixth grade and the 
curriculum is now on the St. Mary Website under 
‘Activities’.  See all that is taught separated by grade and 
artist!  Thank you Mrs. Veverka, and thank you to Mrs. 
Layng for making this program such a great success and 
offering our students an opportunity to fully appreciate 
fine art! 
  
Life offers us many opportunities to make a difference, so 
let’s take every chance we have to open ourselves up to 
God and hear what it is He is saying to us.  It is in the 
silence that He speaks to us the loudest.  I know there are 
a lot of things that are happening here that not everyone 



understands or likes, but know that being open to change 
and allowing for differences to occur, good things can 
happen and then ‘change’ becomes the new norm.  
  
Peace, 
  
Ms. Diane M. Simonaitis 
Principal 
St. Mary School 
  



 

 
 



	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  

	
  



	
  


