Week of 1-12-2012
Weekly Envelope content will appear in the following order:
Principal’s Letter
Parent Update for Drop-off at St. Mary School
Drop-off Guidelines at St. Mary School from 7:45 to 8:10 (Revised Jan. 11 2012)
Directions to St. Mary School, Riverside for Drop-off
PIE Presents: The Family Dance
Winter Picnic

St. Patrick’s Day Party Annual Fundraiser March 3, 2012

January 12, 2012

Compassion is not religious business, it is human business, it is
not luxury, it is essential for our own peace and mental
stability, it is essential for human survival.

~ Dalai Lama ~



Hello St. Mary Families,

It’s snowing, the beautiful snow is falling and I think it
looks so peaceful! Please remember to have the children
wear boots, hats, scarves and mittens/gloves, the cold and
flu season 1s clearly here now that the weather has taken
a turn for the ...well, has actually become winter for real!
The children know the rules, but a reminder never hurts
... please help us enforce the no throwing snow at all rule,
no one wants anyone to get hurt and accidents are just
that, unintentional incidents that result in someone
getting injured. Enjoy the snow, and please do not throw
1t! Remember that cars will have a much harder time
stopping in this weather, so please remind the children to
be extra cautious when crossing the street and walking in
parking lots.

On this same note, the arrival procedure is going very
well, and we are diligently working on improving the
departures! With the snow now here it will be important
for you to remember that the primary drop off is in the
Church Parking Lot off Herrick Road. The snow banks
are going to get too high for the drop off to run smoothly
out front, so please try to remember that the drop off in
the Church Parking Lot will be much easier on you and
the children. At this time, I also want to remind both
parents and children that while you may have a preferred
door to enter, you may enter the doors of the Parish
Center so you don’t have as far to walk outside! Please
see the update and revised diagram on the school
website. Thank you for your continued patience and




cooperation with this!

This year so many things are new, but we tried something
new with having children bring in a ream of paper. The
teachers, staff and I are grateful for that, as it has been a
real money saver! We are, however, in need of more
paper, if you can send in a ream with your son/daughter,
we would be most appreciative! This is not mandatory,
just a request from us to you. Thank you in advance for
your consideration in this matter!

Student Information:

* Yesterday our students were judged at both the
History and Science Fairs. I was so proud of the
students as they prepared and then presented to
the judges. They were really ready, and think they
all deserve to be recognized for their hard work and
commitment to these projects; however, we don’t
have the room here, so just know every 7t and 8t
grader deserves a pat on the back for their hard
work! I'd like to send a note of thanks to their
teachers as well, as they spent many hours

preparing, grading, and supporting the students!
Thanks!

The following projects will be moving on to the Regional
History Fair:

In the Documentary Category
Shannon Donnelly and Maggie Lyons — The Beginning of



a New Era, The Columbian Exposition of 1893

In the Paper Category
Danny McMahon — The 1968 Chicago Democratic
Convention
Molly Cawley — Our Lady of the Angels School Fire
Katherine Cawley — The Haymarket Riots and the Fight
for the 8 Hour Workday

In the Exhibition Category
Jimmy Herdegen and Jonathon Kulhanek — Race,
Poverty, and the Struggles of the Chicago Public Schools
Erin Lattner and Luci Siliunas — It’s a Jungle out there!
The Union Stockyards of Chicago
Sarah Austin and Lexi Woywod — Flames of Fury
Anna Milleker and Maggie Shereck — The Chicago
Tribune: A Newspaper that Changed Chicago

The following students will be participating at the
Regional Level for Science:

Danny Chambers and Conor Cawley — How Healthy Is
Your Burger?

Brendan Jones and Nick Rastelli — Need for Speed
Arriana Arroyo and Theresa Mullen — The Birds, Bees
and Butterflies

Clare Durkin — Accenting English

Lorelei Escobedo and Nerija Cuplinskas — Attitudes are
Contagious

Charles Cornelius and Lukas Kulbis — Cost of Exhaust
Dylan Gresik — The Amazing Race

Anna Santilli — Under Pressure

Kim Burda and Kate Suess — Brain Games



Chloe McKinley — Taking Flight

Congratulations to all our students who participated. Job
well done!

Upcoming Events:

 Winter Picnic — January 21 after the 5:00 pm mass.
 Family Dance sponsored by PIE — February 2

e St. Patrick’s Day Party Annual Fundraiser — March
3, 2012

Please check the school website for further details for
these events.

Reminders:

* Registration for Girls Volleyball (5%, 6th, 7th and 8t)
1s due tomorrow! See the website for more
information.

* The Catholic High School Entrance Exams will be

Saturday, January 14t%. Good Luck to you 8t
graders, you are smart, you'll do well, just relax
and remember, you KNOW this stuff!

e There will be no school on Monday, January 16 in
remembrance of Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday. Have fun and see you on Tuesday!

* Pizza day is Wednesday, January 18t



* The next PIE meeting is January 18t

 There will be an Ecumenical Service on Wednesday,
January 18 at 9:30 AM in Church. This will be
available to many of our students, parents are
welcome. It is a liturgy of the word, a homily and
songs, a good time to contemplate and pray for all
Christians to come together and worship. The
motto for this week of prayer for Christian unity is:
"We will all be changed by the victory of our Lord,
Jesus Christ.”

 The 2» Quarter ends on Friday, January 13t,
Reports card will be sent home on Friday, January
20,

God shows us patience and compassion in everything He
does. Let’s remember to emulate Him as we face changes
1n our lives either at work, at home, and/or at school. 1
hope 2012 is finding everyone happy and healthy.

Peace,

Ms. Diane Simonaitis
Principal












Directions fo St. Mary School, Riverside for Drop-off
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From North and West:
Enter Riverside at southbound DesPlaines
Ave. or eastbound 31" St. Go South at
light and turn east {ieft) ontc N. Delaplaine
Rd. At first stop, turn south {right} onto
Nuttall, following curving south edge of Big
Ball Park eastward. Atstop, turn south
(right} ento Longcommon and follow
Morning Drop-off diagram to Parish
Center Drop-off location.
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From East:

& § Access Riverside from Harlem Ave. at

= 5 Addison or Burlington traffic light. Go

fé 8 waest to N. Delaplaine Rd., then nerth

i = LYONE {right) to Addison or Shenstone. Turn

west {left] to Longcommen, then south
o ~ From South: {ieft) onto Longcommen and follow

Enter Riverside from Ogden at Joliet drop-off diagram to Parish Center Drop-
Ave. Follow Barrypoint Rd. north and off location.

P ] continue as it curves east along Swan

f _ o § Pond in front of lbrary. Turn north
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to Buriington or Herrick Rd, turning
east {right} to 5t. Mary School.













